22                    KING  CHARLES I
" By God ! Steenie, you are a fool!" cried James in one of his bursts of shrewdness. " You are making a rod for your own back." And to Charles he added words which the latter might years afterwards remember with tears : " You will have your bellyful of impeachments." But Buckingham, at the height of his popularity, saw Middlesex disgraced and ruined without a thought of the eagerness with which the pack would turn on him, when standing beside a king against his rebellious subjects. In the House, by telling the story of the Prince's ordeal in Spain, he had gained the general applause. Old Sir Edward Coke, a veteran leader of the Commons, the snost learned and quarrelsome of lawyers in an age prolific in such specimens, called Buckingham his " saviour," and added, with doubtful felicity, that the thought of war with Spain made him seven years younger. The universal cry was for war, but the nature of the war was very differently conceived in the Court and the Commons. Charles and Buckingham intended a Continental crusade to restore the Palatinate to the Elector, a crusade to be undertaken in alliance with France and facilitated by a marriage between Charles and the French King's sister. The country squires and merchants who sat in Parliament envisaged piratical expeditions against Spanish treasure-ships, accompanied by additional fines and persecution for the Catholics at home in the best Elizabethan tradition. In this way they hoped to make the war pay for itself, and if the Princess Palatine were still unrestored at the end they could at least say they had done their best to assist her. " Are we poor ? " cried Sir John Eliot,